DIFFERENT  PARTS   OF  THE  BODY,                                             81J

As lias beon previously shown, wounds to tlie heart arc Wounds of the
not so instantaneously fatal, as is generally supposed, and    eai '
there are many instances of persons who have survived for
many days after sustaining severe injuries to that organ.*"

In the same way as the lungs, the injuries may be caused
directly or indirectly by the fracture of a bone,, or even by
a severe blow which, without breaking a bone or leaving
any external mark, may yet cause a rupture of the heart.
There is one case recorded of a woman who SAvallowed a
fish-bouo, which, by protruding through the stomach, per-
forated the heart (Taylor,, Vol. I, p. 059). Ruptures of the
heart from natural causes are not uncommon. " Hope
asserts, that in ruptures from natural causes,, it is the left
side of: the heart, and particularly the left ventricle, in which
a rupture is most frequently found." In some cases rupture
of the heart from disease may excite a suspicion of death
from violence. The natural causes of rupture of the heart
arc violent mental emotions, such as anger, fright, terror,
paroxysms of passion, sudden or excessive muscular efforts,
or violent physical exertions in constrained positions. If
the heart is once in a diseased condition, as, for instance,
fatty degeneration; rupture and death may be brought on
by very slight causes. A very slight excitement, or even
the exertion required for an ordinary walk, has been suffi-
cient to produce this result. An injury to the diaphragm,
i.e., the muscular partition between the chest and the
stomach, may prove the cause of death long after the injury
has been caused. The wound may heal, but the cicatrix
may, by some unwonted exertion, or from a slight blow,
again open. Death in such cases is generally caused by
some portion of the viscera obtruding through the wound
and becoming strangulated.

* See Taylor, Vol. 1, p. 029.

Case of DUG de Derri who survived eight hours after a wound in the left ven-
tricle to the heart.

Medical Gazette, (Vol. 14, p. 33-1) case of a boy who survived five weeks, being
employed dining the time. After death amass of wood was found lodged in
the substance of his heart,

Case of a suicide who survived one and a quarter hours after two bullets ha<l
passed through both voufci'icles into the heart,